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This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the request of the South Carolina Telephone Coalition ("SCTC") and

Alltel Communications, Inc. ("Alltel") (collectively the "Companies") for an extension of

time in which to file tariffs associated with the State Universal Service Fund as set out in

Cormnission Order No. 2001-996, dated October 10, 2001, requiring the Companies to

file their first tariffs associated with the South Carolina Universal Service Fund (USF) no

later than April 1, 2002.

Commission Order No. 2001-996 sets out the guidelines and administrative

procedures for the USF, and provides that after implementation of the first step of the

Initial Phase of implementation of the USF, but no later than April 1, 2002, the ILECs

may file tariffs to reduce other rates providing implicit support. Such filings will be

considered by the Commission and a decision rendered by September 1, 2002, for inclusion

in the state USF effective October 1, 2002.
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By its counsel'sletterof March22,2002,theSCTCfiled with the Commissiona

requestthatthe Commissionextendthe April 1, 2002deadlineassetforth in OrderNo.

2001-996to file its tariffs associatedwith theUSF. SCTCrespectfully requeststhat an

extensionbegrantedto all participatingcompaniesof the SCTCuntil June1,2002,to file

the companies'relatedtariffs and accompanyingcost data. Thus,the SCTCstatesthat

anycompanythat wishesto file atariff andcostdatafor thesecondstepof the first phase

of StateUSFimplementation,that filing wouldbemadenot laterthanJune1,2002.

The SCTCfurtherprovidesthat therehasbeena greatdealof federalregulatory

activity within the past six monthsthat is impacting rural telephonecompanies.The

SCTC's companieshave been devoting significant amounts of staff resources in

implementingthe FCC's recentMAG order, andin assessingthe impact the order and

variousopenfederalrulemakingproceedingswill haveon the SCTC's companies'State

universalservicefunding requirements.Although all of theseissueswill not be resolved

by June1,2002,theSCTCbelievesthat additionaltime isnecessaryfor thecompaniesto

identify andquantify the stateratesthat will be mostimpactedby the federalactionand

aremostimportantto be addressedby the companiesin the statefiling. The SCTCadds

further that granting an extensionwould not impair tile Commission's ability to

implementadditionalUSF funding by October 1, 2002, if suchadditional funding is

requested.

By its counsel's letter of March 26, 2002, Alltel filed with the Commissiona

requestfor an extensionof time in which to file its tariffs associatedwith the USF and

accompanyingcost datauntil June 1, 2002. bl its request,Alltel briefly describesthe
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requestof the SCTC, as discussedherein above, and statesthat Alltel respectfully

requeststhe sameextension.To the extentAlltel wishesto file a tariff andcostdatafor

the secondstepof the first phaseof the StateUSF implementation,Alltel statesthat the

filing would be madenot later than June 1, 2002. Alltel further reiteratesthe SCTC's

belief thatgrantinganextensionwill not significantlyimpair theCommission'sability to

implement additional USF funding, to the extent any such additional funding is

requested,by October1,2002.

TheCommissionfindsandconcludesthatthe SCTC'srequestandAlltel's request

for anextensionof time to file theCompanies'tariffs associatedwith theUSF shouldbe

granted.

IT IS THEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. Theinitial deadlineof April 1,2002,assetforth in CommissionOrderNo.

2001-996,shall be extendedto June1, 2002, for the companiesof the SouthCarolina

TelephoneCoalition andAlltel Communications,Inc. to file their tariffs associatedwith

theSouthCarolinaUniversalServiceFund.

2. This Ordershall remain in full forceand effectuntil further Orderof the

Conmfission.
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